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Voted, To give a diploma to Mr. Alden Bradford, late a member of 
this Society. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to Thomas 
Wetmore for his donation of sundry pamphlets, &c., the 
property of his late father, Judge Wetmore, deceased. 

Copley's portrait of James Allen, the poet, and 
Stuart's portrait of Jeremiah Allen, former High Sheriff 
of Suffolk, being presented by Mrs. Susan Allen, widow 
of the late James Allen, Esq., 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Mrs. Allen 
for this liberal donation. 

Present — The President, Messrs. Austin, Bradford, 
J. Davis, I. P. Davis, Felt, Francis, Gardner, Gibbs, 
Harris, Jenks, C. Lowell, Pierce, Quincy, Ripley, Savage, 
Willard, Worcester, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING, January, 1837. 

Jan. 26, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated letters 
of acceptance from Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin * and George 
Folsom, Esq. Also, a letter from Colonel Aspinwall, of 
London, stating that he had distributed the Society's 
diplomas, and that Mr. Rich still possessed and had for 

* Admiral Coffin's letter was an acknowledgment of his diploma. He was 
elected a Corresponding Member in 1822. He concludes his letter, dated at 
" Bath, 5th October, 1836," as follows : — 

" I wish it was in my power to visit once more my beloved country, but at 
my advanced time of life I must give up a husking frolic." — Eds. 
vol. II. 5 
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sale at a certain price the manuscript papers of Gov- 
ernors Bernard and Tryon, and that they were not en- 
gaged to Messrs. Clark and Force* 

Judge Davis communicated a donation from Colonel 
Preston, of South Carolina, of a manuscript letter from 
Patrick Henry to Richard Henry Lee in 1778, for which 
the thanks of the Society were voted to Colonel Preston. 

The Librarian communicated donations from William 
Lincoln, Jacob Porter, and Mr. Sibley. 

The communication from the Library of the Theo- 
logical Society at Andover, requesting the deficient 

* Colonel Aspinwall's letter, on file, is as follows : — 

" London, 24th October, 1836. 
" Rev. Dr. Charles Loweix, Boston. 

" My dear Sir, — I have at last, in compliance with your desire, distributed 
all the diplomas of the Massachusetts Historical Society which you did me the 
honor, previously to my departure from Boston, to confide to my charge. I 
had some difficulty in ascertaining the present residence of Sir Isaac Coffin and 
that of the Rev. J. Hutchinson. The delay that has occurred arose from the 
circumstance. 

" I have also ascertained from Mr. Rich that the Bernard and Tryon papers 
are all in London, and entirely free from any engagement to Messrs. Clarke 
& Force. The price of the two sets, which Mr. Rich is not inclined to sepa- 
rate, is two hundred pounds sterling. He is averse to allowing copies to be 
taken of any portion, because that would impair the marketable value of the 
whole. 

" Mr. Rich did not return to London for two months after I arrived, and was 
so extremely busy and unwell at the same time for a considerable period that 
he was unable to compare the manuscripts with the list in Messrs. Clarke & 
Force's letter to Mr. Forsyth. He, however, presumes that list to be correct. 

" Mr. Rich is now on his way to his post at Port Mahon, but I have arranged 
with him that the manuscripts in question shall be forthcoming in his absence, 
whenever I call for them. The only contingency that would interfere with a 
desire on the part of the Historical Society to have them permanently deposited 
within its reach, is that they may in the interim be sold to some distant pur- 
chaser. If it should be thought eligible to get up a subscription for raising the 
purchase-money, I shall be happy to contribute ten pounds sterling towards the 
accomplishment of that purpose. 

" I have the honor to remain, my dear Sir, very respectfully and faithfully, 
your obedient servant, Thos. Aspinwall." 

Eds. 
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volumes of the Collections, which they claim by virtue 
of the vote of the Society, having been read, it was 

Voted, To refer the subject to the Librarian and Recording Secre- 
tary, and that they be requested to examine the records, and to report 
at the next meeting to what institutions and individuals the Society 
has from time to time voted a present of their Collections. 

Voted, To suspend the nomination of Rev. Dr. Halsey till the next 
meeting, and that notice thereof be given to Dr. Holmes. 

Present — The President, Messrs. Codman, J. Davis, 
I. P. Davis, Felt, Francis, Gibbs, C. Lowell, Pierce, 
Quincy, Savage, Shattuck, Welles, Willard, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Feb. 23, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of accept- 
ance from Eev. Dr. William Allen, President of Bowdoin 
College, chosen Corresponding Member. 

The President nominated Peter Gerard Stuyvesant, 
Esq., of New York, for Corresponding Member. 

Mr. I. P. Davis communicated from D. Eckley, Esq., 
a donation of his father's (the Rev. Dr. Eckley) manu- 
script sermons, which, on motion of the Rev. Dr. 
Lowell, were ordered to be bound and placed in the 
" Old South " Collections. 

President Quincy communicated from Mr. Horatio 
Hale, philologist in the South Sea Exploring Expedition, 
a request for the loan or disposal by the Society of one 
of their copies of Febres's " Grammar of the Chilian 
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Language," for the use of the Expedition. Where- 
upon, 

Voted, To lend to Mr. Hale that copy of Febres that has been 
longest in the possession of the Society, and that the Librarian take 
from him a suitable receipt for the return of the same on the termina- 
tion of the expedition. 

Mr. Francis communicated from Daniel Adams, Esq., 
of Medfield, a manuscript letter from Rev. Mr. Baxter, 
formerly of Medfield, Massachusetts, to Sebastian Ealle. 
Whereupon, the thanks of the Society were directed to 
be given to Mr. Adams for this donation. 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting to ex- 
amine the records and to report to what institutions and 
individuals the Society had from time to time presented 
its Collections, made a detailed report, which was read 
and accepted, and is placed on the files of the Record- 
ing Secretary.* And, thereupon, it was 

* The following is the report, in the hand of Mr. Willard, the Recording 
Secretary.: — 

" The Committee to whom it was referred at the meeting of the Society in 
January last to examine the records, and report at this meeting to what in- 
stitutions and individuals the Society has from time to time voted a present of 
their Collections, beg leave to report as follows, viz. : — 

"1794, June. A copy of the Collections voted to Professor Ebeling, of Ham- 
burgh. 

1795, April. To Sir William Jones, three volumes. 

1796, April. To Mr. Wolcott, Secretary of the United States Treasury, four 

volumes. 
1798, July. To Count Rumford, a set, handsomely bound, in four volumes. 

1798, Oct. To the University of Gottingen, a set, handsomely bound in calf. 
„ „ Voted, that the numbers of the Collections as they are published 

be presented to Mrs. Belknap. 

1799, July. To the Agricultural Society of New York, a copy of the Collec- 

tions. 
1802, Jan. A set to the American Philosophical Society at Philadelphia. 
1802, April. A complete set, handsomely bound and lettered, to the University 

of Harvard. 
1804, Aug. A set to the library of Dartmouth College. 
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Voted, That the vote in September last, in relation to the distribu- 
tion of the Collections, shall be so far modified that it shall not be 
considered as imposing an obligation on the Society, in regard to the 



1809, Oct. A set of the ten volumes to the New York Historical Society. 
„ „ Same to Rev. Timothy Alden, Jr. 

„ „ Librarian to dispose of one set to the Philadelphia Library. 

1812. A complete set, bound, to the Legislature of the Commonwealth, 

for the use of its Library. 
1814, Aug. At the request of the Eecording Secretary for instructions in 
regard to the gratuitous distribution of the present series of 
the Society's publications, voted, that to the following persons 
and public institutions a copy of the two volumes already 
printed and all future volumes be presented, in the name and 
behalf of the Society : — 

Robert Anderson, Esq., M.D., Edinburgh. 

Rev. C. D. Ebeling, Professor, &c, Hamburgh. 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Massachusetts. 

American Philosophical Society, Pennsylvania. 

Bowdoin College, District of Maine. 

Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island. 

Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire. 

Harvard College, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts Legislature, for the Library. 

New York Historical Society. 

Theological Institution, Andover, Massachusetts. 

Yale College, New Haven, Connecticut. 

Williams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts. 

Williams Library (for the Dissenting ministers), London. 

1814, Oct. Voted, that the daughters of the late Rev. Dr. Belknap be added 

to the list of those to whom the volumes are to be given. 

1815, April. Voted, to send first volume, second series, to the Library Company 

of Philadelphia. 
1815, Aug. Voted, to add King's College, Windsor, Nova Scotia, to the list of 

those who are to receive the Society's publications gratis. 
1815, Oct. A copy of Hubbard's History to Alleghany College. Also, Vols. 

Ill, V., and VI. of the Collections, second series, to Rev. 

President Alden. 

1817, Aug. Voted, that a copy of the Collections be presented to the King's 

Library in Paris, and a copy to the Institute of Prance ; to be 
sent to Mr. Warden. 

1818, April. Seventh and eighth volumes, second series, presented to the widow 

of Dr. McKean. 
1818, Aug. A dopy of the Collections voted to the Law Library, for the use 

of the students at law in Harvard University. 
1818, Aug. The Standing Committee were requested to prepare a list of the 
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donation of future volumes of the Collections, any farther than until 
otherwise ordered. 

individuals and institutions to whom it would be expedient to 
transmit the Collections, and report to the Society. 

(No report was made by the Committee, which consisted 
of Judge Winthrop, Rev. Dr. Freeman, Hon. Thomas L. 
Winthrop, Rev. Dr. Pierce, and James Savage, Esq.) 
1818, Sept. 10. Voted, that a set of the Collections be presented to the Transyl- 
vania University, Lexington, Kentucky. 

1821, Jan. Voted, that a copy of the Collections be presented to the Pilgrim 

Society. 

1822, Jan. Voted, that a copy of the Collections be presented to the Advo- 

cates' Library in Edinburgh, through Sir Walter Scott. 
1822, April. Voted, that a set of the Collections, commencing with the second 
series, be presented to Mrs. Hannah Crocker, to be continuod 
during her life, it being in consideration of her having deposited 
with the Society a valuable portion of the Mather Library. 

1822, April. A complete set voted to the Boston Athenaeum. 

1823, April. A report of a committee, recommending a present of the Collec- 

tions to the Historical Society in Maine, was accepted. 

1824, Jan. One set voted to the Royal Society of Antiquaries in France. 
„ „ One set also to the Royal Society of Antiquaries in London. 
„ „ Deficient volumes voted to the Legislature of Massachusetts. 

1827, Aug. The Librarian and Treasurer were appointed a committee to pre- 
sent to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania the whole or 
such part of the Society's Collections as can be spared. 

1833, Jan. A committee appointed to report at the next meeting to whom it 
will be proper to present the Collections of the Society. Mr. 
Lowell, Mr. Savage, and Mr. Willard were the committee. 

1833, April. The Committee report that, in consequence of the removal of the 

Library, they could not easily ascertain the number of copies 
on hand, and were not prepared to report. 

1834, Feb. A copy of third series to be presented to the Historical Society of 

Virginia. 
1834, May. Eighth volume, second series, third and fourth volumes, third 

series, to American Antiquarian Society. 
1834, June. Third and fourth volumes, third series, to President Alden, for the 

use of the Library at Meadville College. 

1834, Dec. Voted, to exchange in future with the Literary and Historical 

Society of Quebec, beginning with the third series of our Col- 
lections. 

1835, Nov. To the Royal Library in Berlin, through Dr. Julius, and voted 

that the Librarian forward to Dr. Julius the second series and 
so much of the third series as is already published of the 
Society's Collections, and inform Dr. Julius that the first series 
will be forwarded when the deficient volumes are republished. 
1835, Dec. The Librarian informed the Society that he had forwarded to Dr. 
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Voted, That the Secretary write to the Theological Seminary at 
Andover, and inform them that they may be supplied with the deficient 
volumes of our Collections, so far as we can supply the same, up to 
the present time ; after which, the Society will not continue the gra- 
tuitous donation of their volumes to the Seminary. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Rev. 
Messrs. Alexander Young and Frederic H. Hedge, and 
from Messrs. George Folsom, D. Eckley, Levi Wood- 
bury, E. W. Cheever, the President of the Society, the 
New Hampshire Historical Society, the Seamen's Aid 

Julius a complete set of the Society's Collections for the Royal 
Library in Berlin. 
1836, Jan. Voted, that the third series of the Collections of this Society be 
presented to the Quebec Historical Society, who have presented 
to us their Collections. 
1836, July. A copy of the Collections to the Royal Academy of Sciences at 

Lisbon. 
1836, Aug. Librarian and Mr. I. P. Davis a committee to say to what institu- 
tions the present and future volumes of our Collections shall 
be presented. 
1836, Sept. Vols. HL and IV., third series, to American Philosophical Society. 
„ „ Vol. V., third series, to surviving children of General Lincoln. 
„ „ Messrs. Mitchell and Davis, the Committee appointed in August, 
reported that the present and future volumes of the Collec- 
tions be presented to the following societies and institutions, 
viz. : — 

American Philosophical Society at Philadelphia. 
Historical Society of Maine. 
Historical Society of New Hampshire. 
Historical Society of Rhode Island. 
Historical Society of New York. 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
Historical Society of Washington City. 
Historical Society of Virginia. 
Historical Society of Quebec. 
American Society of Arts and Sciences. 
American Antiquarian Society. 
Library of Harvard University. 
1836, Dec. Third series, or deficient volumes of that series, to the New Hamp- 
shire Historical Society. 

" Joseph B. Felt. 
Joseph Willakd. 
"Feb. 23, 1837." Eds. 
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Society, and the American Education Society; also, 
from Daniel Adams, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Lowell, from the Committee on Lectures, 
reported verbally that the lectures were completed, and 
that the Society would probably realize about two hun- 
dred dollars from the course, the precise amount not 
yet being ascertained, all the accounts not having been 
rendered. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to the gentle- 
men who so kindly lectured ; and, further, 

Voted, That they be respectively requested to deposit copies of their 
lectures in the Library of the Society. 

Present — The President, Messrs. Bradford, J. Davis, 
I. P. Davis, Felt, Francis, Gardner, Gibbs, Harris, Jenks, 
C. Lowell, Pierce, Quincy, Savage, Willard, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

March 30, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Corresponding Secretary made a report in part, 
relating to the lectures of the past season ; a report in 
detail to be made at the next meeting. He also com- 
municated a letter of acceptance from Hon. William D. 
Williamson, of Bangor, Maine, and a letter from Mr. 
John Blunt, of New York, accompanying a donation of 
some old deeds, and also letters from Sir William 
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Pepperell, &c. Whereupon, the thanks of the Society 
were voted to Mr. Blunt for his donation.* 



* This letter of Mr. John Blunt, of New York, is not on file, and we have 
no more particulars of the old deeds, or of the letters of Sir William Pepperell 
which accompanied it. The Society has two volumes of " Pepperell Papers," 
which may include those sent hy Mr. Blunt. 

At a meeting of the Society, on the 30th of July, 1835 (see p. 15 of this 
volume), a donation from John Blunt, Esq., of New York, was announced, but 
no indication given as to the nature of the gift. The following letter from lain, 
on file, shows that the article then presented was a deed from Sir F. Gorges to 
Sir Richard Edgecombe, of Mount Edgecombe, in the county of Devon, Eng- 
land, of lands in Maine : — 

" New York, May 6, 1835. 

" Sir, — I enclose you a deed from Sir Ferdinando Gorges to Sir Richard 
Edgecombe, dated, as you will . perceive, in 1637, which, if you consider it of 
sufficient value, I wish preserved among the papers of your Society. 

" The deed being now nearly two hundred years old, and from one of the 
projectors of the earliest settlements in New England, I presume it will be ac- 
ceptable to the Society. 

" It came into my possession, among many other papers of little value, from 
papers left by Sir William Pepperell. 

" Will you do me the favor to acknowledge the receipt of the deed. 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"John Blunt. 
" To the Secretary of the Historical Society, 
Massachusetts." 

This deed is the original parchment, signed by Sir F. Gorges himself, dated 
July 3, 1637 ; and, as it is one of the original documents connected with the 
history of Maine, and has never been printed, we give it a place here. An 
indorsement on the parchment shows it to have been recorded in the Registry 
of Deeds, in Lincoln County, Maine, on the 4th of October, 1766, Liber V., 
ff. 76, 77. The Records of the county are now kept at Wiscasset, and Rufus 
K. Sewall, Esq., of that town, who kindly examined them for us, says that they 
are in a good state of preservation. 

The original grantee seems to have paid no attention to his claim ; but, in 
1718, the claim was entered for the heirs in the Book of Claims of Massachu- 
setts, but nothing further was attempted till 1756, when the heir to the estate at 
Mount Edgecombe empowered Sir William Pepperell to act for him. On the 
death of Sir William, the matter slumbered ; but, in 1768, it was revived by 
Nathaniel Sparhawk, who married Sir William's only daughter. He was em- 
powered by the heir to claim eight thousand acres of land on the Kennebec 
River, and an attempt was made to locate it within the present town of Bow- 
doinham. It would seem that one Springer, a terre-tenant, who had settled there 
as a representative of the Edgecombe title, was sued by William Bowdoin, who 
claimed the land under the proprietors of the Plymouth patent, beside exhibit- 
ing other evidences of his title, all of which were too powerful for this obso- 
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[Referring to the foot-note on the preceding page 
for explanation, we print here the grant from Sir 
Ferdinando Gorges to Sir Richard Edgecombe. — Eds. 

" This Indenture, made the Third day of July, in the 
Thirteenth yeare of the Raigne of our Souraigne Lord, 
Charles, by the grace of God, King of England, Scotland, 
Fraunce, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c, Betweene 
Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Knight, of the one part, and Sir 
Richard Edgcombe, of Mount Edgcombe, in the Countie of 
Devon, Knight, of the other part: Witnesseth, that the 
said Sir Ferdinando Gorges, For and in consideracon of a 
competent Some of money in hand, paid to the said Sir 
Ferdinando, att and before the ensealing and deliuery of 
theis pnts, And alsoe for diuers other good causes and con- 
sideracons him herevnto spetially moveing, Hath given, 
graunted, bargayned, sold, enfeoffed, and confirmed, And by 
theis piits doth giue, graunt, bargaine, sell, enfeoffe, and con- 
firme vnto the said Sir Richard Edgcombe and his h[eirs], All 
that parcell of Land, woods, and woodgrounds in Casco Bay, 
within the Territories of Newe England, be [ginning] att the 
point or entrance of the nex[t river u]nto Sagadehock, tending 
towards the west, and from the said entrance by a direct lyne 
to extend two miles upp into the Inland parts there by the 
westerne [bank ?] of the said River, and from the said point or 
Entrance of the same River to extend along the Seacoast of 
the said Bay by the space of two miles westwards, and from 
the end of the same to extend upp into the Inland by the 
space of two miles more, and from the end of that two miles 
to crosse ouer vnto the said River to meete with the end of 
the two myles upp the River as aforesaid, to be in manner of 



lete, indefinite Edgecombe parchment, and Bowdoin prevailed. See Sullivan's 
Maine, pp. 125, 126; Williamson's Maine, I. 268, II. 366, 367; Folsom's Saco 
and Biddeford, pp. 112, 113. — Eds. 



1837.] MONTHLY MEETING. 75 

a Square, Together with all that Island or Islands and parcell 
of land in Casco Bay aforesaid, called the two Twynns, or 
by what other name or names the same be called or knowne, 
scituate and being within the Province or reputed or intended 
province of Newe Somersett ; Together alsoe with all that part, 
parcell, or porcon of land att or neare the Lake of newe 
Somersett, which is conceiued to be Fourteen miles distant 
from the Shore of Casco Bay, by a Northerly Lyne into the 
Inland parts, which parcell of land is to contain there Eight 
thousand Acres, And alsoe all myne and mynes, of what 
nature or quality soeuer, And all Quarries of Stone ; And 
the sole Hawking, Hunting, Fishing, and Fowling there, 
with all coinodities, privileges, and Royalties .therevnto be- 
longing, — The fift part of the Royall Mynes of Silver and 
gold only reserued unto his Ma- , his heires and successors, 
out of the said bargayned premisses : To hatje and to 
holde, all and singuler the said seuerall parcells of lands, 
woods, and woodgrounds by theis pnts bargayned, sold, and 
graunted, or menconed or intended to be bargayned, sold, 
and graunted, with theire and euery of theire appurtennces, 
vnto the said Sir Richard Edgcombe, his heires and assignes, 
To the only and proper vse and behoofe of the said Sir 
Richard Edgcombe, his heires and assignes, for euer, For and 
vnder the yearly rent and Rents of two shillings the hundred 
for euery hundred acres of the said bargayned premisses as 
shall from time to time be inclosed or converted into Tillage. 
And the said Sir Ferdinando Gorges, for himselfe, his heires 
and assignes, doth covennt, promise, and graunt to and with 
the said Sir Richard Edgcombe, his heires and assignes, by 
theis pnts in manner and forme following; that is to say, 
That it shall and may be lawfull to and for the said Sir 
Richard Edgcombe, his heires and assignes, from time to 
time, and att any time hereafter dureing the space of seaven 
yeares next ensueing, to exchange all or any part of the said 
eight thousand acres of land graunted by the said Lake before 
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specified, and to make choise of soe much other land in liewe 
thereof in any other place or part of Newe Somersett afore- 
said, And to hould and enioye the same against the said Sir 
Ferdinando and his heires, Soe as such choise be not made 
of lands allready or before that time graunted vnto any other 
person or persons. And alsoe, that the said Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, his heires and assignes, shall and will from time to 
time and att all times hereafter dureing the space of Seaven 
yeares, vppon the reasonable request and att the proper costs 
and charges of the said Sir Richard Edgcombe, his heires and 
assignes, doe make, acknowledge, execute, and suffer, or cause 
to be donne, made, acknowledged, executed, and suffered, all 
and euery other reasonable act and acts, thing and things, 
devise and devises, in the lawe whatsoeuer, for the further 
and better assurance, sure makeing, and conveying of all and 
singuler the said bargayned premisses and euefy or any part 
or parcell thereof vnto the said Sir Richard Edgcombe, his 
heires and assignes, and alsoe of all such parcell or parcells 
of lands hereafter exchanged or to be exchanged or enjoyed 
or menconed to be enjoyed in exchange as aforesaid, either 
by confirmeing this piite graunt or els by conveying and 
confirming the inheritance of all and singuler the premisses 
by theis pnts menconed or intended to be bargayned, sould, 
or graunted vnto the said Sir Richard Edgcombe, his heires 
and assignes, in such sort as shalbe by learned Councell 
devised or advised. And, lastly, that it shall and may be 
lawfull to and for the said Sir Richard Edgcombe, his heires 
and assignes, for and vnder the consideracons and reseruacons 
aforesaid, quietlie and peaceably to haue, hold, and enjoy all 
and singuler the said seuerall parcells of land, woods, and 
woodgrounds, and Island or Islands, and all other the prem- 
isses bargayned, sould, or graunted, or menconed or intended 
to be bargayned, sould, or graunted, and euery part and par- 
cell thereof, with the appurtefifices, without the lett, trouble, 
or deniall of him the said Sir Ferdinando Gorges, or of his 
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heires or assignes, or of any other person or persons whatso- 

euer lawfully clayming or lawfully to clayme by, from, or 

vnder him, them, or any of them. In Witnes whereof, the 

said pties to theis pnts haue interchangeably sett theire hands 

and seales the day and yeare first aboue written, Annoqe 

Dni, 1637. 

"Ferde. Gorges." 

[Indorsed.] 

" Lincoln, se. Received and recorded in the Record of 
Deeds for the said County of Lineoln, the 4th Day of 
October, 1766. Liber 5, For? 76, 77. 

" Att. Thos. Rice, Ref"~\ 



John Mico Gannett, Esq., through Rev. Dr. Holmes, 
presented to the Society a gun used at the seizure of 
Sir Edmund Andros in Boston, in 1689. The thanks 
of the Society were directed to be given to Mr. Gannett ; 
also to Rev. Dr. Holmes for his services in obtaining the 
donation. 

Mr. I. P. Davis stated to the Society that the Rev. 
Professor Palfrey had presented the remaining volumes 
of the " North American Review " to the present period, 
and that the same had been bound, pursuant to the vote 
of the Society, and the thanks of the Society were voted 
to Professor Palfrey for his donation. 

Mr. Davis also communicated a present from a gen- 
tleman, whose name he had not permission to mention, 
of Audubon's plates. Whereupon, 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be given to this gentleman 
through Mr. Davis, and to Mr. Davis for constituting this Society the 
recipient of this valuable donation, and that Mr. Davis adopt such 
course in regard to preserving the donation as he may see fit. 
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Mr. Davis stated that Mr. Snelling and himself, the 
Committee having power to let the Society's room over 
the Arch in Franklin Place, were not able to let it at 
present, but that some proposition had been made relat- 
ing to the purchase of the same. 

Voted, That the 8ame Committee be authorized to make sale of the 
property on the most favorable terms they can obtain. 

Mr. I. P. Davis and Mr. Gardner were chosen a com- 
mittee to examine the Treasurer's accounts. 
On motion of Mr. Davis, 

Voted, To appropriate fifteen dollars out of the Treasury, for suit- 
able frames for the pictures of Governor Endicott and Jeremy Dum- 
mer, provided Mr. Davis obtain elsewhere the same sum for that 
purpose. 

Rev. Dr. Halsey, of Alleghany, Pennsylvania, and 
Peter Gerard Stuyvesant, Esq., of New York City, 
were chosen Corresponding Members. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Lowell, 

Voted, That Dr. Harris be chosen Assistant Librarian. 

And he was accordingly chosen. 

The Treasurer and Recording Secretary were chosen 
a committee to fix the compensation of the Assistant 
Librarian. 

On motion of Mr. Willard, 

Voted, That there be a course of lectures the ensuing fall and win- 
ter, under the direction of the Society. 

Messrs. I. P. Davis, Young, and Willard were 
chosen to be the Committee on Lectures, with full 
powers. 

Donations were communicated from Judge Davis, 
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Eev. Convers Francis, "An Unknown Friend," John 
Mico Gannett, Esq., Professor Palfrey, Mr. John Blunt, 
and Mr. Storer. 

Present — The President, Messrs. Austin, Bartlett, 
Bradford, I. P. Davis, Felt, Francis, Gibbs, Holmes, 
Lincoln, C. Lowell, Pierce, Quincy, Ripley, Savage, 
Shattuck, Willard, Worcester, and Young. 



ANNUAL MEETING, Apkil, 1837. 

April 27, 1837. In the absence of the President, 
Judge Davis was called to the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of accept- 
ance from Peter Gerard Stuyvesant, Esq., of New York 
City. 

He also made the following report from the Commit- 
tee on Lectures, viz. : * — 

The Committee appointed to make provision for a course 
of lectures for the benefit of the Society respectfully report 
that a course of able and interesting lectures was delivered, 
as follows : viz., Nov. 22 and 29, 1836, by Mr. Austin, on 
" The Siege of Boston." December 6 and 13, by Mr. Sulli- 
van, on " The Use of History, Tradition, Boston Fifty Years 
ago, and on the Changes in Boston within Fifty Years." 
December 20, by Mr. Alden Bradford, on " The Commission- 
ers of Charles II. as a Court of Appeals in Massachusetts in 
1664." December 27, by Mr. A. H. Everett, on " The Con- 

» The Committee was the same as last year, and the lectures were delivered 
at the same place. See ante, p. 34, note. — Eds. 
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stitution of the United States." January 3, by Mr. Felt, on 
" Rival Chiefs, D'Aulnay and La Tour, Governors of Nova 
Scotia." January 10. by Mr. William Lincoln, on " French 
Neutrals." January 17, by Mr. Alexander Young, on " The 
Pequot "War, 1637." January 24, by Mr. A. Bradford, on 
" The Character of the Patriots of the Revolution." January 
31, by Mr. Francis, on "The Character of Father Rale." 
February 7, by Mr. Samuel Swett, on " The Life of Gover- 
nor Winthrop." February 14, by Mr. O. W. B. Peabody, on 
" The Life of General Putnam." February 21, by Mr. Charles 
W. Upham, on "The Career and Character of Timothy 
Pickering." 

The whole amount received for tickets was . . . $449.50 
Expenses 237.67 

The balance paid to the Society $211.83 

Which report was read and accepted. 

The Librarian communicated donations from the 
President of the Society, Messrs. John Welles, Ed. 
Tuckerman, Jr., J. G. Palfrey, Daniel Adams, A. Young, 
J. B. Felt, Charles W. Lovett, and the American Philo- 
sophical Society. 

The thanks of the Sqciety were voted to be given to 
the President for his valuable donation of the volumes 
of description of Audubon's Plates of the Birds of 
America. 

The Kecording Secretary, from the Committee on the 
subject, reported an abstract of the late Dr. Freeman's 
papers.* 

* This report, covering some eight pages, and described under thirty-eight 
heads, is on file. It is headed, " Memorandum of Contents of Box of late Rev. 
Dr. Freeman, sent to the Society after his decease, according to directions in 
his lifetime." The list comprised papers which belonged to the Society, and 
came into the possession of Dr. Freeman as one of its officers. Some of them 
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Voted, To accept the same, and to refer it to the Publishing Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Savage, from the Committee on the compensa- 
tion to he allowed to the Assistant Librarian, made a 
written report, recommending an appropriation for this 
purpose of one hundred dollars for the six months en- 
suing, the state of the Treasury not warranting a larger 



belonged to the files of the Recording and Corresponding Secretaries. Many 
of them were papers prepared for the Collections, and were simply the " copy " 
as sent to and returned from the printer. A few were papers belonging to the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and these have been restored to that 
institution. Some of the papers, as described, are not now recognized by the 
writer of this note, yet they may have been filed away among the Society's 
miscellaneous manuscripts. Many of the papers consisted of Dr. Freeman's 
private correspondence, and related to the history, statistics, &c, of towns on 
Cape Cod. Much of this matter has probably never been printed. One file was 
indorsed, " Miss Hannah Adams' Papers," and contained papers relating to her 
" Dictionary of all Religions," &c, such as receipts, orders, &c. 

Some thirty years ago, when an attempt was made to put the Society's 
manuscripts in order, these papers, or what comprised a good many of them, 
were found packed away in a box. They were all opened and examined, and 
some of them placed in volumes. The remainder happened to have been left 
unarranged until the present time, and a recent re-examination has resulted in 
discovering many documents of value relating to the early history of the So- 
ciety. These have been added to the Secretaries' files. The others will be 
placed in volumes or properly cared for. — Eds. 

* The following report is on file : — 

" The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the salary of the 
Assistant Librarian of the Society, report, — 

" That it is very important to have the Catalogue completed, and the books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts properly arranged, that we may have an exact 
knowledge of the contents of our Library ; that this would be the work of 
many months, perhaps of a year. But the wishes of the Society will probably 
be governed in a measure by the state of the Treasury, where there is a balance 
but little exceeding one hundred and forty dollars. Considering the means of 
the Society, and that there is no prospect of an increase before another year, 
the Society also being engaged in reprinting one or more volumes, your Com- 
mittee do not think it expedient to propose an arrangement for the year, which 
under other circumstances would be very desirable. 

" Ab summer is approaching, and there will be but a trifling expense for fuel 
for six months to come, your Committee do recommend that the sum of one 

VOL. II. 6 
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Voted, To accept the report. 

The Committee on the Treasurer's accounts reported 
as follows, viz. : — 

The undersigned, a Committee of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society to examine the accounts of their Treasurer, 
James Savage, for the year past, having performed that ser- 
vice this day, report that the accounts are well kept, satisfac- 
torily vouched, and correctly cast, and that a balance thereby 
appears in favor of the Society of one hundred and forty-three 
dollars and eighty-six cents.* 

(Signed) Samuel P. Gardner, ) ~ . 

Isaac P. Davis, J 

Boston, April 27, 1837. 

The following gentlemen were then unanimously 
elected officers for the ensuing year, viz. : — 

THOMAS L. WINTHROP President. 

JOSEPH WILLARD Recording Secretary. 

CHARLES LOWELL . . Corresponding Secretary. 

JAMES SAVAGE Treasurer. 

JOSEPH B. FELT Librarian. 

ISAAC P. DAVIS Cabinet-Keeper. 

JOHN DAVIS 



JAMES SAVAGE 
CONVERS FRANCIS 
JARED SPARKS 
J. T. AUSTIN 



► Standing Committee. 



hundred dollars be appropriated for the salary of the Assistant Librarian for 
six months next ensuing, for his services in the Library. 

" Respectfully submitted. Per order. James Savage. 

"April 27, 1837." Eds. 

* The receipts were $502.62, of which sum $196 were from admission fees 
and assessments ; $86.62 from sales of books ; $200 on account of the lectures ; 
and $20 on account of Sewall Phelps's note. The payments amounted to 
$432.80, — $94.38 were for interest, insurance, and taxes ; $270.87 for printing a 
volume of Collections; and the residue for miscellaneous expenses. — Eds. 
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Voted, That at the May meeting the Society will choose a Corre- 
sponding Secretary, ad interim, during the absence of Rev. Dr. 
Lowell. 

Present — Austin, Bartlett, J. Davis, I. P. Davis, 
Francis, Gardner, Gibbs, Jenks, C. Lowell, Pierce, Ripley, 
Savage, Welles, Willard, Worcester, and Young. 

Dissolved. Joseph Willard, 

Recording Secretary. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

May 25, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

Donations were communicated from the Legislature 
of Massachusetts, the American Education Society, 
Messrs. Alvan Lamson, Samuel F. Haven, George 
Folsom, F. C. Gray, William W. Pemberton, and John 
Pierce. 

Rev. Dr. Harris was chosen Corresponding Secretary, 
ad interim, pursuant to the vote of the last meeting. 

The Recording Secretary communicated a letter of 
thanks from the Royal Society, London, for the dona- 
tion of Vol. V., third series, of our Collections. 

On motion of Mr. Savage, 

Voted, That the Assistant Librarian exercise his discretion in omit- 
ting to enter in the Catalogue such works as he may not think worthy 
of being entered therein. 

Present — The President, Austin, Felt, Francis, Harris, 
Pierce, Savage, Shattuck, Willard, and Young. 
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MONTHLY MEETING. 

June 29, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The President communicated a letter from Colonel 
Juan Galindo, relating to Father Gage, author of an 
early account, in English, of Central America. The 
letter was referred to the Publishing Committee of 
Vol. VI * 

Mr. Quinct communicated a letter from General 
Mattoon, in relation to a wound received by General 
Lincoln in the battle near Saratoga, in 1777. This letter 
was also referred to the Publishing Committee.! 

Donations were communicated from Messrs. Usher 
Parsons, William Pemberton, and J. Willard. 

On motion of Mr. Savage, the Rev. Dr. Jenks was 
requested to prepare a memoir of the late Eev. Dr. 
Holmes.:): 

Mr. Felt, on his request, was authorized to take out 
such a number of books, pamphlets, manuscripts, &c, 
as he may need for the subject of his inquiry. 

Present — The President, Bartlett, Bradford, I. P. 
Davis, Felt, Francis, Gibbs, Lincoln, Quincy, Savage, 
Shattuck, White, Willard, and Young. 

* Of the third series, where it may be found. Thomas Gage's work is en- 
titled " A New Survey of the West Indies," &c. London, 1648 ; second edition, 
1655. Small folio. — Eds. 

t Published in the same volume as above. — Eds. 

t Dr. Jenks's memoir is in 3 Collections, VII. 270-282. —Eds. 
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July 27, 1837. The President in the chair. 
The record of the last meeting was read. 
Mr. Sparks presented a large number of manuscript 
letters, written by Dr. Douglass to Governor Colden. 

Voted, To refer the same to the Publishing Committee of Vol. VII., 
third series.* 

The Standing Committee nominated Samuel A. Eliot, 
Esq., as a candidate to fill the vacancy in the Society 
occasioned by the death of Rev. Dr. Holmes. 

The Librarian communicated donations from the 
President, Rev. Dr. Cogswell, Messrs. J. Q. Adams, John 
Pickering ; also from Professor Rafn, of Copenhagen.! 

* They were published in 4 Collections, II. 164-189. — Eds. 

t The following letter of Professor Rafn was probably received about the 
same time as the gifts from him here noticed : — 

" Copenhagen, July 19, 1836. 
(Duplicate, July 9, 1836.) 
" To the Rev. Charles Lowell, D.D., 

Secretary of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

"Sir, — We are extremely obliged for your letters of 29th April and 9th 
February, and I have to request on the part of Mr. Schlegel and Mr. Finn 
Magnusen that you will convey their thanks to the Massachusetts Historical 
Society for the honor which it has conferred on them. The diplomas are 
received. 

" I hope you have since received at least one of the two packages sent to 
you, via New York and via Elsinore, with prospectuses of the ' Antiquitates 
American*.' We now send another package to you, which contains a little 
pamphlet published by the Society in English, also some additional copies of 
the above-mentioned prospectus, which we recommend to your best care. We 
request you will send your letter, with the list of subscribers, per post, via 
Havre, and that you will despatch it at the latest in January, so that we may 
be able to transmit the copies with the first spring ship. 

" The Directors of our Society approve of your proposal respecting the 
admission as members of the Society of T. Aspinwall, Esq., in London, John 
Davis, Esq., LL.D., of Boston, His Excellency Edward Everett, John Pickering, 
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The Assistant Corresponding Secretary communicated 
a donation from Mr. Joseph P. Couthouy, of a manu- 
script letter, 1769, addressed by Messrs. Walley, Joy, 
and Hill to Colonel Mackey. 

Voted, To refer this letter to the Publishing Committee of Vol. 
VII. 

Voted, That the Standing Committee be requested to propose to the 
Society a Publishing Committee to prepare Vol. VII., third series, 
and to report at the next meeting. 

Present — The President, Adams, Bartlett, Bradford, 
I. P. Davis, Felt, Francis, Gibbs, Harris, Ripley, Savage, 
Saltonstall, Shattuck, Shaw, Sparks, Ware, and Willard. 



Esq., and Jared Sparks, Esq., and thank you for thus bringing it in connection 
with these respected gentlemen. 

" It is the wish of the Society to admit some additional American members ; 
wherefore, we shall feel obliged by your suggesting the names of some indi- 
viduals in the several States to whom we might transmit letters of invitation. 

" We have no printed catalogue of the Library of the Society, which, how- 
ever, is entirely confined to ancient historical and antiquarian books and a few 
philological works. Of works published in America the Society has only 
McCulloeh's Researches, the Transactions of the American Philosophical So- 
ciety, of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and of the Rhode Island His- 
torical Society, — not even the Archseologia Americana, nor any works on the 
Indian languages, although such might be of importance to us. 

" Mr. George Ryan, merchant, of this place, has given us his permission 
that payments for the Society may be made to his agents in Boston, Messrs. 
A. & C. Cunningham. I request you will have the goodness to give these gen- 
tlemen this preliminary information. The package contains a direct communi- 
cation to their house respecting it. 

" Packages for the Society can be most conveniently transmitted to Elsinore, 
addressed to the care of Mr. Edward Reynolds, American Consul there. 

" We have issued a printed circular letter to the British and American mem- 
bers of the Society, which we hope will meet with a favorable reception. We 
think it, with reference to the Society's future undertakings, advisable to send 
it to some other gentlemen. Our acquaintance in America being so limited, we 
have only addressed a few such letters to some individuals in Boston and the 
Northern States, of whom a list is annexed. We request you will have the 
goodness to forward these letters. Yours very respectfully, 

"Charles C. Rafn, 
Secretary of the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries." 

Eds. 
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Aug. 29, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Recording Secretary communicated a letter from 
Rev. Samuel Sewall, of Burlington, in relation to fur- 
nishing for the Collections extracts from the Journals 
of his ancestor, Judge Sewall ; and also resigning his 
place in the Society, from not being able to attend its 
meetings.* 

Voted, To accept the resignation ; and also 

Voted, To refer that part of the letter relating to the Journal to the 
Publishing Committee of Vol. VII. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Alden 
Bradford, Robert F. Wallcut, Ichabod Tucker, Professor 
Palfrey, the South Carolina Society, the New Hampshire 
Historical Society, and the State of New Jersey. 

Samuel A. Eliot, Esq., was elected a Resident Mem- 
ber of the Society, — Messrs. L. Shattuck and J. 
Bartlett, Scrutinizing Committee. 

Rev. Dr. Harris made a statement in relation to the 
number of copies of each volume of the Collections be- 
longing to the Society, and which were at the rooms. 

* Mr. Sewall's letter, on file, is dated July 27. The Society had hopes, and 
the Committee of Publication thought they had received encouragement, that 
Mr. Sewall would prepare extracts from Judge Sewall's Diary, in his possession, 
for publication in the forthcoming volume of Collections ; but Mr. Sewall said 
he had no recollection of agreeing to make the selections against the time ap- 
pointed for the next volume, and it would be quite out of his power to perform 
the service within the given period. He should be much grieved and mortified 
if, in consequence of not notifying the Committee in time, after such intimation 
had been made to him, they should be disappointed. 

The Judge Sewall manuscripts were purchased for the Society in 1869, and 
are now in course of publication. — Eds. 
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Messrs. Shattuck, Harris, and I. P. Davis were 
appointed a committee to report upon some mode of 
bringing the Collections before the public for the pur- 
pose of sale. 

Dr. Harris reported to the Society five volumes 
relating to the history of the early Quakers here, be- 
longing to the Wallcut donation, and received from the 
hands of Mr. Joshua Coffin, who retains for the present 
one other volume upon the subject in his hands, a part 
of the same donation. 

Present — The President, Adams, Bartlett, Bradford, 
Codman, I. P. Davis, Felt, Gardner, Gibbs, Harris, 
Pickering, Ripley, Savage, Shattuck, Tucker, Willard, 
and Fisher, of Philadelphia.* 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Sept. 28, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The President communicated a letter from the Rev. 
John J. Robertson, at Syra, Greece, in relation to a 
donation of a copy of our Collections, to be made to the 
Public Library at Athens. 

On motion of Mr. Savage, 

Voted, That the Librarian forward the first series, and state that 
the remaining volumes will be forwarded as soon as may be in our 
power. 

* Joshua Francis Fisher, a Corresponding Member, chosen in October, 1836. 
—Ens. 
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The following gentlemen were nominated for Corre- 
sponding Members: viz., Rev. John J. Robertson, of 
Athens, Greece, by the President; Jacobaki Rizos, 
of Athens, by the President; the Hon. Job Durfee, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Tiverton, Rhode 
Island, by Mr. Savage ; and William L. Stone, Esq., of 
New York, by Mr. Worcester. 

The Librarian communicated donations from the 
President, L. Bliss, Jr., J. E. Worcester, Colonel Paul 
Bentalon, I. P. Davis, Rev. Jasper Adams, Levi Wood- 
bury, Dr. Jacob Porter, and the American Antiquarian 
Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter 
from Samuel A. Eliot, Esq., declining his election as a 
member of the Society. 

The Standing Committee nominated Messrs. Harris, 
Francis, Felt, and Snelling for the Publishing Com- 
mittee of Vol. VII., third series, which nomination was 
accepted. 

Mr. Shattuck, from the Committee on the subject, 
reported that they had made an arrangement with 
Little & Brown, of Boston, to sell the Collections, they 
to duly advertise the same, and bring them before the 
public, in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, on a 
commission of twenty per cent. 

The Librarian was directed to appoint some suitable 
person to take the volumes of the Collections to mem- 
bers and subscribers, and to receive payment for the 
same. 

Mr. Savage reported that he had effected insurance 
of the Society's property in Franklin Place. 
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Voted, That the Librarian write to the publishers of the " New 
York Spectator," and inform them that the Society would be pleased 
to receive the " Spectator " as a donation, as heretofore, to be directed 
to the Librarian. 

Present — The President, Appleton, Bradford, J. 
Davis, I. P. Davis, Felt, Harris, Pierce, Savage, Shattuck, 
Willard, Worcester, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Oct. 26, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

Rev. John J. Robertson, D.D., of Syra, Greece, 
Jacobaki Rizos, of Athens, Greece, and Hon. Chief- 
Justice Job Durfee, of Tiverton, Rhode Island, were 
elected Corresponding Members, — Messrs. Harris and 
I. P. Davis, Scrutinizing Committee. 

The nomination of Colonel Stone, in the absence of 
Mr. Worcester, was postponed. 

The letter of Dr. Mease, of Philadelphia, in relation 
to sundry American coins and the Voyage of Hariot, 
was referred to the Publishing Committee, with direc- 
tions to return the manuscript, mentioned in the letter, 
to Dr. Mease, should they decide not to publish it ; 
which manuscript is in the possession of I. P. Davis, 
Esq.* 

* In a copy of a letter on file, dated Nov. 8, 1837, addressed to Dr. Mease 
by the acting Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Harris, the writer gives the reasons 
why the Publishing Committee had not accepted and printed Dr. Mease's paper 
on the New Netherlands, which Dr. Harris now returns to him. One reason 
assigned, among others, was that the article was ascertained to be imperfect. 
Dr. Mease, it would seem, had also spoken of Hariot, the author of a work 
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The Recording Secretary communicated a letter from 
Rev. Mr. Felt, resigning his office of Librarian, on ac- 
count of his pressing engagements elsewhere. 

On motion of Judge Davis, 

Voted, To accept the resignation, and that the thanks of the Society 
be given to Mr. Felt for his valuable services. 
Voted, To proceed to the choice of a Librarian ; 

And Rev. Dr. Haeeis was unanimously chosen, — 
Messrs. I. P. Davis and Bradfoed, Scrutinizing Com- 
mittee. 

The President communicated an extract of a letter 
from George Folsoin, Esq., of New York, stating that 
the New York Historical Society possessed only the first 
series of our Collections, and expressing his wish that 
the rest might be furnished. 

The Standing Committee nominated Professor Simon 
Greenleaf, of the Law School of Harvard University, 
and Hon. Francis Baylies, of Taunton, for Resident 
Members, vice Rev. Dr. Holmes, deceased, and Rev. Mr. 
Sewall, resigned. 

The Librarian was requested to consider and report 
upon the expediency of proposing an exchange of our 
Collections for those volumes of Niles's " Register " not 
owned by the Society. 

The Librarian communicated donations from John 



relating to Virginia, and had suggested that this treatise should be translated 
into English and published. Dr. Harris, in his reply, gives all the necessary 
information concerning this work, saying that while it had appeared in various 
foreign languages, it also existed in English, the language in which it was origi- 
nally written. Students in our early history are so familiar to-day with the 
bibliography relating to Hariot that it is quite unnecessary to enlarge this note 
concerning him. Dr. Mease's paper on " Old American Coins " was printed in 
3 CoUections, VH. 282, 283. — Eds. 
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Williams, Esq., of Conway, J. F. Fisher, of Philadelphia, 
the New Hampshire Historical Society, Messrs. William 
Gibbs, John G. Palfrey, and Captain Charles Bradbury. 
Judge Davis was chosen a Committee to examine and 
report upon the contents of the box of papers presented 
to the Society by John Williams, Esq., of Conway. 

Voted, That a special vote of thanks be given to Mr. Williams for 
this donation. 

Mr. Shattuck, who, at a former meeting, mentioned 
these papers, and was appointed a committee to obtain 
the same, stated that he had written to General Hoyt, 
and also to Mr. Williams, upon the subject, but had 
received no reply other than the transmission of these 
papers directly to the Society. 

On account of Thanksgiving Day being appointed for 
Thursday, November 30, the day of the stated meeting 
of the Society, 

Voted, That the November meeting be held on Thursday, the 23d 
of November. 

Present — The President, Appleton, Austin, Bradford, 
Codman, J. Davis, I. P. Davis, Felt, Gibbs, Harris, 
Jenks, Pierce, Savage, Shattuck, and Willard. 
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Nov. 23, 1837. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The President stated that he had been informed by 
George Folsom, Esq., that the New York Historical 
Society are deficient in the following volumes of our 
Collections : Vols. I., II., and IV. of the first series, 
Vols. III., IV., V., VI., VII., VIII., IX., and X. of the 
second series, and the whole of the third series; and 
that they have duplicates of Vols. VIII., IX., and X. of 
the first series. Whereupon, 

Voted, That the Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and Librarian be 
a committee to recommend to the Society from time to time such dis- 
position of our Collections as they may deem expedient. 

Mr. Savage stated that he had recovered the original 
deed of Messrs. Vaughan, Scollay, and Bulfinch to the 
Society, of the estate in Franklin Place, and it was 
ordered that the same be placed in the keeping of the 
Cabinet-Keeper.* 

Donations were communicated by the Librarian from 
the Congress of the United States, Messrs. Samuel 
G. Drake, Kev. Robert F. Wallcut, I. P. Davis, M. M. 
Noah, Lemuel Shattuck, J. E. Worcester, Rev. Mr. 
Young, Rev. Drs. Jenks and Parkman. 

Voted, To refer to the Publishing Committee of Vol. VII. the ex- 
pediency of republishing in that volume the account of the Society, 
originally published in the " Quarterly Register," prepared by Rev. 
Dr. Jenks.f 

* This paper is now on the files of the Recording Secretary. — Eds. 
t It was printed as the first article in that volume. — Eds. 
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Professor Simon Greenleaf, LL.D., of the Law 
School of Harvard University, and Hon. Francis Bay- 
lies, of Taunton, were chosen as Resident Members. 

Present — The President, Bartlett, Bradford, J. Davis, 
I. P. Davis, Felt, Francis, Gardner, Gibbs, Harris, Pierce, 
Quincy, Savage, Shattuck, Sparks, Willard, and Young. 
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Dec. 28, 1837. In the absence of the President, 
Judge Davis was called to the chair. 

Mr. I. P. Davis stated that a portrait of the President 
of the Society, painted by Mr. Osgood, had been sub- 
scribed for by several of the members, whose names 
will be hereafter reported, and by them had been pre- 
sented to the Society. Whereupon, 

Voted; That the thanks of the Society be presented to those gentle- 
men for their liberal donation ; also, that the donation be accepted and 
placed in the Society's rooms.* 

The following report, relating to the Williams papers 
was read, accepted, and ordered to be recorded, viz. : — 

Boston, Dec. 28, 1837. 
The Committee appointed at the meeting of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, in October last, to examine the papers 
presented to the Society by John Williams, Esq., of Conway, 
and accompanying his letter of July 27, offer the following 
Report : — 



* A heliotype facsimile of this portrait of Lieutenant-Governor Winthrop 
will be found in this volume. — Eds. 
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The papers originally belonged to Colonel Israel Williams, 
of Hatfield, deceased, and comprehended his correspondence 
with Governor Hutchinson from the year 1748 to 1774, with 
various other documents of local and historical interest. 

The dates of some of the papers in the collection are more 
ancient, — as early as 1730; and, as Colonel Williams was 
actively engaged in the war that terminated at the peace in 
1763, and in the preceding French war, many of the docu- 
ments are of a military character. He also sustained the 
office of Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in the county 
of Hampshire ; and in the correspondence there are references 
to many particulars of interest in civil and political affairs 
during the administrations of Governors Shirley, Pownall, 
Bernard, and Hutchinson, and of the term of Shirley's ab- 
sence, — eight years, — when the duties of the office were 
discharged by Lieutenant-Governor Phips. In the corre- 
spondence the names of Hawley, Worthington, Partridge, and 
other leading characters in Massachusetts not unfrequently 
appear. 

The Committee have arranged these valuable remains in 
chronological order. It is desirable to preserve them all, 
which can best be done by having them bound in volumes. 
They would, if thus bound, make two large folio volumes. 
The Committee would recommend the following arrangement : 
Vol. I. to contain documents relating to Indian affairs, expe- 
ditions against them, &c. Vol. II., continuation of papers in 
reference to Indian affairs, papers respecting the foundation 
of Williams College, and correspondence with Hutchinson. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. Davis, j 

Thaddetts M. Hakkis, ! Committ ee. 

Voted, That these papers be bound, pursuant to the recommendation 
of the Committee. 
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The Librarian communicated donations from Rev. 
Drs. Cogswell and Lamson, Rev. Mr. Young, the Presi- 
dent of the Society, Governor Everett, the Congress of 
the United States, Messrs. William Sullivan, William 
Lincoln, and James C. Odiorne. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be directed to pay to Rev. Dr. Harris 
the sum paid by him for a copy of John Warner Barber's Connecticut 
Historical Collections for the Society. 

Voted, That no book or pamphlet be taken from the Library until 
fifteen days after it has been received by the Society. 

Judge Davis, Eev. Mr. Young, and Rev. Dr. Haeeis 
were appointed a committee to consider and report at 
the next meeting as to the best mode of preserving the 
manuscripts of the Society. 

Hon. Judge Durfee's letter of acceptance of his elec- 
tion as Corresponding Member was read. 

Present — Appleton, Codman, J. Davis, I. P. Davis, 
Felt, Francis, Gibbs, Harris, Jenks, Pierce, Ripley, 
Savage, Willard, and Worcester. 



MONTHLY MEETING, January, 1838. 

Jan. 25, 1838. The President in the chair. 

The records of the last meeting were read. 

Judge Davis, from the Committee on the preserva- 
tion of the manuscripts of the Society, asked further 
time to report. 

The Librarian reported that he had caused the 
Williams papers to be bound, pursuant to the direction 
of the Society. He also communicated two letters 



